
Natural Resources
WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF

Qualifying for Free Use of State
Lands for Your New Mooring Buoy

Residential owners of “uplands” next to state
aquatic lands might qualify for free use of the
state lands to install a recreational buoy.

A mooring buoy qualifies for free use if the
conditions meet all of these criteria:
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Need Help With Your Permits?
For assistance preparing permits, contact the
Office of Regulatory Assistance. They provide
statewide environmental permit information,
at (360) 407-7037 or 1-800-917-0043.

Orca Straits District
Aquatic Resources
919 N. Township St.
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284
(360) 856-3500
Fax (360) 856-2150

Shoreline residents may moor a
boat on State Aquatic Lands

  Recreational
Mooring
     Buoys

               For       
             Residential
          Owners
       Next to
   State-Owned
Aquatic Lands
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Rivers District
Aquatic Resources

P.O. Box 280
601 Bond Rd.

Castle Rock, WA 98611
(360) 577-2025

Fax (360) 274-4196

Shoreline District
Aquatic Resources
950 Farman Ave.
Enumclaw, WA 98022
(360) 825-1631
Fax (360) 825-1672
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R I V E R S

DNR manages the 2.4 million acres of State
Aquatic Lands statewide — lands under the marine
and fresh waters and beaches. These mostly-
submerged lands offer aquatic habitat, navigation,
commerce, and public
use and access.

DNR’s aquatic districts
provide on-the-ground
management.
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It directs disputes over the assertion
of rights to superior court, and it defines
the circumstances around which
Washington’s Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) may require a buoy
to be relocated or removed:

◗  To protect access of other
landowners;

◗  If it poses a hazard to or
obstructs navigation or fishing;

◗  If it contributes to degradation
of aquatic habitat;

◗  If it contributes to decertification
of shellfish beds.

Laws Change for Recreational
Mooring Buoys

he 2001 and 2002 Legislatures passed
laws about recreational mooring buoys.
Individuals who own residential property
abutting state-owned aquatic lands

may install a mooring buoy on those public lands
for recreational purposes without charge.

The law prohibits commercial and transient uses,
and living on boats moored to recreational buoys
on state lands. It limits boats to sixty feet or less
in length, and allows for a second buoy to help
secure moorage to the first buoy.

◗  The mooring buoy is
located on state aquatic
lands, but as near to the
shore of residence as
practical; and

◗  All applicable local,
state, and federal rules
and regulations have
been met.

If your buoy meets
these criteria, fill out
the self-mailer insert.

Mail it to the DNR
Aquatic District Office in
your area listed here.

If you don’t qualify for
free use, but wish to
place a buoy on state
aquatic lands, ask for an
Aquatic Lands Use Au-
thorization Application.

◗  The applicant owns
residential property next
to state-owned
shorelands, tidelands,
or related beds of
navigable waters (other
than harbor areas);

◗  The moored boat
           is used for private
             recreational
        purposes;

◗  The moored boat
is not more than sixty
(60) feet in length;

◗  The area being used for
the buoy is not subject to
    prior rights;

    ◗  The mooring buoy
    will not obstruct use
    of previously authorized
    mooring buoys;



EXTREME HIGH TIDE

EXTREME LOW TIDE

VESSEL SWING

DEHT

DELT

L

CAUTION
Vessel may hit anything

located within the
vessel swing.

ANCHOR

VESSEL SWING

Buoy-moored boat
must not be more than
60 feet in length.

FOR RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY OWNERS

All-Rope System

High-strength nylon
rope joins buoy to
anchor. The rope’s
buoyancy keeps it from
dragging along the
bottom and killing
marine vegetation.
Regular maintenance is
required to keep
barnacles and mussels
from colonizing on the
rope and weighing it
down to scour the
area.

How to Moor Your
Boat On State-Owned
Aquatic Lands

Mid-Line
Float System
(Preferred)

A mid-line
float system
(as shown
here) keeps
the anchor line
from dragging
on the bottom,
which can kill
marine
vegetation.

P L E A S E  N O T E

Private recreational
mooring buoys are not

authorized
for residential
(living on the

boat) or
commercial

purposes.

DETERMINE
YOUR BUOY

MEASUREMENTS

The following mathematical
formula may help you

calculate the anchor line
length (L) and vessel swing.
Call your DNR Aquatic District

office for help with the calculation
(phone numbers on back).

Anchor line Length (L) = Scope x DEHTDEHT
Water Depth at
Extreme High Tide.

DELT
Water Depth at
Extreme Low Tide.

L (Length)
Anchor line Length.

SCOPE
Ratio of anchor line
length to water depth.
Washington State Parks
recommends between
4 and 7 feet of anchor
line for every foot of
water depth.

      Poly
   Rope

Chain
keeps extra
scope from

floating to the
surface during

slack water.

Mooring Buoy
46 cm diameter, white

propyethylene plastic filled
with polyurethane.

Mark buoy with parcel
number.

7.5 cm wide blue
stripe around buoy.

Swivel

Vessel Swing =     (L2) – (DELT)2
                                   + Mooring line
                                   + Vessel length

6"– 8"
Midline Float
attached to the poly
rope a distance equal
to 1/3 depth at high
tide from anchor.

Helix Anchor
System
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Mooring buoys have
the potential to impact aquatic

vegetation. DNR discourages
placement of mooring buoys in

areas that impact aquatic
habitat, including kelp beds

and eelgrass meadows.

Contact the following agencies to determine
if a permit or authorization is required:

◗  WA Department of Fish and Wildlife
Hydraulic Project Approval
(360) 902-2534

◗  WA Department of Ecology
(360) 407-6400

◗  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Permit)
(206) 764-3495

◗  Shoreline Master Program (Permit or Exemption)
Requirements differ by county, addressed through
your local county planning office.

◗  State Registration with DNR
Complete the enclosed insert self-mailer.

◗  City Restrictions
If you live within city limits, allowable uses vary.
Contact your city’s planning office for
requirements.

Although residential landowners whose
property abuts state aquatic lands may use a
recreational mooring buoy for free, they
are still responsible for meeting requirements
for the installation of the buoy, including:

CHOOSE A MOORING
SYSTEM DESIGN

Some mooring system
designs have the
potential to damage
underwater lands and
marine vegetation
around the buoy. DNR’s
Land Managers can help
you select a system that
best suites your area.

State Department of
Fish and Wildlife has
found two designs to be
less destructive to
ecosystems, fish and
wildlife:




